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MOCK TRIAL OF MRS. CARLILE ANTICIPATED. 
| inte 


The Vice Society gave Mrs. Carlile notice about a fortnight 
since that they had set down the cause against her for trial on 
the 5th inst: it was then put off to the 7th, and now the post 
of the 10th brings me no intelligence on the subject, so that 1 
mustanticipate it, whether it comes on or not. In the first place 
I must beg leave to say in my own behalf, and that of Mrs. C. 
that whatever be the verdict, we shall receive it with equal 
composure and indifference. As the Vice Society have the 
whole influence of a vicious and corrupt government to aid 
them in packing a jury, it matters not what defence Mrs. 
Carlile has, otf whether she even makes any, if it was not for 


the sake of exciting discussion on the subject in the public 
‘mind. J am satisfied that she has an ample defence for an 


honest jury, but if the jury are packed the defence with them 
is no consideration. I would put Sherwin’s Life of Paine into 
the hands of any honest man, whatever might be his opinions 
on matters of religion, and trust to him to say whether the 
volume should or should not be suppressed. In the annals of 
prosecution for libels, there has never yet been so ill-founded a 
charge as has been made on this volume, and the base malig- 
nity of coupling it with a pamphlet that is more calculated to 
excite 8 omen cannot fail to be seen through. If I was the author 
of this volume I would not submit to the verdict of a Jury, as 
to suppressing it, but by a motion’ for a new trial [ would 
make the J gs of the Court of King’s Bench say whether 
the passage selected was ‘sufficient to cause its suppression. To 
shew my contempt for all their indictments, and informations, 
and libel law, I will quote the passage: it'is in the first place a 
quotation from’the Age of Reason, and no doubt has excited 
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the malignity of the Vice Society because Mr. Sherwin has 
accompanied it with some very able and convincing reasoning 
in support. The quotation is thus: ‘It is only in the CrEa- 
¢ TION that all our ideas and conceptions of a word of God can 
‘unite. The creation speaketh an universal language, inde- 
“ pendently of human speech or human language, multiplied 
‘ and various as they be. It is an ever existing original, which 
“every man can read. It cannot be forged; it cannot be 
‘ counterfeited ; it cannot be lost ; it cannot be altered ; it can- 
* not be suppressed. It does not depend upon the will of man 
‘ whether it shall be published or not: it published itself from 
‘ one end of the earth to the other. It preaches to all nations 
“ and to all worlds; and this word of God reveals to man all 
‘that is necessary for man to know of God.’ Now ye base 
hypocrites of the Vice of Society, what have you to say against 
this quotation, can you raise an argument against its propriety ? 
I speak candidly and sincerely when I say, that I do not think 
the Star Chamber would have complained of such a paragragh. 
Is it not a perversion of all that is desirable in society to at- 
tempt to suppress a book with nothing in it more objectiona- 
ble than the above quotation ? 

I must confess that the passage in the Republican is more 
pointed and more calculated to excite the ire of a bigot, but it 
is such, that no honest man need be ashamed of, either to write, 
to read, to print, or to publish: he may believe or disbelieve 
the expression just as he likes and there is an end to the 

matter. 

_. ITcan assure the Vice Society that I smile to myself, and 
have the most agreeable feelings, when I reflect how much 
they have contributed to strengthen my attack on the common 
fraud of religion. I feel that I am quite another being to 
what I should have been, had I been left unnoticed. and not 
prosecuted. My wife and sisters are now fully alive to the 
advantages of prosecution, and Mrs. Carlile will receive a sen- 
tence for imprisonment with a promised composure; and my. 
sister will fill her place with a similar composure, and chal- 
lenge them to the attack again. It is a business which can be 
opened. any where, and with half-an-hour’s preparation, so 
that. I defy the Vice Society, and the corrupt government 
unitéd, to stop the discussion. 

It might have been expected that the Vice Society would 
have been ashamed to institute or carry on another prosecu- 
tion after their coadjutors had deluged the country with such 
a horrid mass of obscenity, as has been done in the attempt to 
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7 the Queen, more particularly, as it is now: proved be~ 
yond doubt, that all the tales have been fabricated in council 
at Carlton House, and such Italians hired as were willing to 
swear upon the cross, before our very religious and conscien- 
tious House of Lords, that all those obscenities had been prac- 
tised by her Majesty. The leading members of the Vice So- 
ciety are so intimately connected with the ministers, that they 
might be said to form a part of the administration ; and it is 
not improbable that some members of the Society will ere 


-long, be impeached and convicted. of those very offences which 


they profess to associate forthe purpose of suppressing or 
checking. This is just like every other part of the system we 
live under :—the most abominable characters are at the helm 
of affairs, and they endeavour to blind the bigotted part of the 
community by a profession of being very religious, and in sup- 
porting, in the most extensive manner, charities, and Bible’ 
Societies ; but the misery.and immorality which they produce, 
exceeds, in a ratio of ten to one, their charitable and moral in- 
fluence. Their professions of charity and religion might be’ 
compared to the tears of the crecodile :—they allure that they 
might have the more to destroy. 

The people are beginning “ to open their eyes and to un- 
lock their senses,” and are not much longer to be dazzled with 
false pretences. They begin to seek solidity instead of sha- 
dow. Asa proof of this, [ would instance the falling off in 
the numbers which compose the Society of Methodists. This 
Society has had a most numerous increase every year since 
its commencement until the last, when, by some cause or 
causes, it has received a check, and has lessened in one year, 
6,000 in number. f will pledge myself that this Society de- 
clines yearly as rapid as it has grown up. A committee of 
this Society, at one of their conferences, has issued a report, 
wherein it attributes the falling off in their numbers to the 
dissemination of “* blasphemous publications!” Even: this is a 
strange confession ; but the dissemination of “ blasphemous. 
publications,” is not the only eause that has oecasioned this 
sensible decay. This Society has of late began to feel its im- 
portance as to numbers; and like every thing else that has 


been founded in error and fraud, it has issued decrees, forbid- 


ding its members to associate with those who demand a reform 
in the government, saying, that it behoves them to’submit to 
the powers that be, whoever, or whatever they may be! In 
many instances its leading members have shewn themselves 
the imumediafe advocates and supporters of, not only all the 
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corruptions of the state, but even all the vices of the different 
individuals who are at the helm of affairs. They have shewn 
a disposition to assist in running down the Queen before the 
least enquiry had taken place. In fact, they have become ex- 
tremely despotic, and have deviated altogether from the prin- 
ciples laid down by John Wesley. They seek-to live in af- 
fluence and splendour, whilst their founder would not allow 
the best of them more than sixpence for a meal. This Society 
has made just such another progress as did the early Chris- 
tians ; ‘and like them, it has no sooner begun to feel power and 
importance, than it has immediately fallen into a corrupt state. 
Jf there has been a falling off of 6,000 in every year in this 
Society which forms a perfect republic—an imperium in im- 
perio, what must have the general falling off been in all 
other societies of Christians who are not united by such strong . 
ties ?. 1 am of opinion that the Deists of last year increased an 
hundred thousand, and I am quite satisféed that they will go 
on to increase until there is not a Christian left that will pub- 
licly avow himself to be such. I have not a doubt that within 
- the last two years, there has been half a million of Deistical 
volumes, pamphlets, and tracts, circulated in Great Britain. 
This is by fara more effectual mode of teaching true theology 
than all the preaching that could have been practised. For 
my part, I shall always suspect the intentions of any person 
that attempts to, propagate opinions on theology by pulpit 
, preaching. It is altogether unnecessary whilst: we have a 
printing-press, and will lead inevitably to sects, to bickerings, 
to quarrels, and to dissensions. No man ought to be allowed 
to lead such an idle life as to have nothing to do but once in | 
seven days. All places of public worship I wish to see demo- 
lished, as I feel certain that it more than any other thing, de- 
feats the object it professes to encourage. Real worship con- 
sists in private meditation, and can never be corrupted or sus- 
pected. Worship signifies admiration and veneration; and 
wherever it is. clamorous, it is always to be suspected. It is - 
certain to lead to private interests, sinister views, and to hy- 
pocnsy, and then it becomes a vice, instead of\a virtuous 
duty. 
Paine in his life-time appears to have been the advocate of 
a Deistical church, but such an attempt shall ever find my 
reprobation as unnecessary and mischievous. The sciences 
_ are best calculated to lead the mind to true devotion, there- 
fore lectures on science can form the only utility in congre- 
gating bodies of people within the walls ef a building. An 
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association for the progress and improvement of scientific 
knowledge would form the only effectual association for the 
suppression of vice. The vices of mankind have entirely 
risen out of the corrupt systems of government they have 
continued to live under, and punishment will be ineffectual to 
restrain vice in the humbler walk of life, whilst the example 
is hourly to be found among the most prominent characters in 
society. It is just like whipping an infant for the faults of its 
parents. : 

The society in Essex-street, of which Pritchard the lawyer is 
the head and chief, will no doubt keep up its name as long as any 
thing can be gained by it in a pecuniary point, of view, and it 
will be also necessary that it makes some shew of doing some- 
thing by way of drawing in subscriptions; but it must be 
badly supported indeed if the box is really so poverty-struck , 
as the committee have lately complained of.. I care not how 
much this society prosecutes my Deistical’ publications, as it is 
the only means of obtaining an extensive circulation, and at 
the.same time deprives the revenue of the duty on advertise- 
ments. I beg leave to assure the members, one and all, that 
I shall solicit the continuance of their favours by giving them 
‘ every stimulus to prosecute my publications. 

R. CARLILE. 


Dorchester Gaol, Oct. 11, 1820. 





DEFENCE OF THE QUEEN. 





The Queen’s defence came on in the House of Lords on the 
3d inst. and as far as it has gone up to this moment it is per- 
fectly satisfactory to her friends. Mr. Brougham, as Attorney 
General to her Majesty, opened her defence in a speech: which 
occupied the house near ten hours. It was a speech of for- 
bearance throughout, as the learned gentleman repeatedly inti- 
mated, that his case did not require such a defence as he could 
set.up, therefore, he should abstain from all recrimination. 
This to us seems a singular method of defending a client, and 
convinces us that Mr. Brougham’s object is to -play a sure 
game, whichever side might triumph over the other. The 
_ learned gentleman very pompously intimated, that, although, 
~ he should abstain from recrimination before their Lordships, 
still, he would wish them to recollect that he was a member - 
of the other House through which the Bill would pass, and that — 
there he might be jgduced to recriminate if circumstagees re- 
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quired it. Whatever may be the abilities of this man he is not 
‘honest. One would have imagined that when an advocate 
shad: to screen a female from such a charge as has been brought 
‘agnipst the Queen, his- whole and sole object should be to fal- 
.sify-the charge, and at the same time to shew the motive that 
had produced such,a charge. This and this only could amount 
to a satisfactory exculpation in the public mind. The mere 
chance of a.verdict in behalf of the female is not altogether the 
question, the perjury against her should not only be proved, 
but the malignant passion that procured that perjury 5 that 
‘when it-was fairly proved that the conduct of the female was 
not the cause of the prosecution, it becomes the duty of the 
advocate, for the.complete justification of his client, to shew 
where the cause of the prosecution lay, .and to divulge every 
particular .that had come to his knowledge upon the subject. 
Instead of this, Mr. Brougham tells their Lordships that he 
will not shew them the half of what he could shew them, but 
he will first try if :the half of his evidence will do for their 
Jordships, if not, he can use the other half another time and in 
another place. This is a novel and lawyer-like mode of de- 
fence, and.affords.a striking instance of the fact that neither 
apps or ability can become a sufficient cloak for dishonesty, 
it could have been fairly shewn that the whole of the perse- 
cution ofthe Queen had proceeded from the malignant pas- 
sions of the King, was.it not due to the nation, was it not due 
to the Queen to have shewn it to-be so? Onthe behalf of the 
-Queen we have in her answers to her addressers, a daily repe- 
tition that such has been the cause of the persecution against 
her. It was clearly stated.in-her letter to the ‘King, and her 
real friends daily promulgate the same doctrine ; therefore it 
becomes evident that Mr. Brougham can havereceived no such 
instructions from her Majesty about non-recrimination, and 
this appears most’ certain, as Mr. Denman, her Majesty’s Soli- 
,citor General, candidly told“the Lords that he should feel it his 
,duty to recriminate as far as possible in justification of the 
whole conduct of his client. -We repeat, that to us it is clear 
-that Mr. Brougham’s object is to play a sure game, namely, to 
preserve the favour of the King as well as the Queén. 
Mr. Williams followed Mr. Brougham, in a speech of six or 
seven hours, and boldly stated the case, pointing out the total 
failure of the evidence to support the preamble of the bill. He 
did not, like Mr. Brougham, call upon their Lordships to save 
themselves as “ the ornaments of society,” but fairly and 
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frankly, like an honest advocate, stated the conduct of her Ma» 
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jesty’s enemies, and the influence that had been brought into 
action against her. He plainly shewed their lordships, that 
notwithstanding there had been a promise on the part of minis- 
ters to write to foreign powers to facilitate the removal of 
such persons to this country as should be necessary to 
her Majesty’s defence, that notwithstanding all their pro- 
mises and performances, there was a secret understanding in 
the bosoms of the Princes of the continent, that every impe- 
diment to that object would be, in fact, most grateful to the 
ruling powers of this country. This was fully verified in the 
case of the Grand Duke of Baden giving a positive refusal to 
his Chamberlain, and Deputy Chamberlain to come on that 
errand, and also in the case of the Austrian Government giving 
half an intimation to General Pino, the former employer of 
Bergami, that if he came he might expect to lose his commis- 
sion. These are facts indisputable, although it appeared that 
they had not been previously communicated to the ministers 
of this country, still, it is evident, what is the general under- 
standing with the powers of the continent. 

The contrast is great indeed between the abilities and evi- : 
dence displayed on the behalf of her Majesty, and that which 
has been advanced against her. The Solicitor-General, Cop- 
ley, is a man of some ability,:.but he can do nothing in sup- 
porting such an infamous case as he has in hand. Had he 
been on the other side, he would, as Lord Castlereagh says, 
have been a contrast to. his present self; as it is, he has dle. 
stroyed his reputation and ratied at rather an unfortunate 
moment. The Attorney General, Gifford, is a mere. driveller 
and drawler, he is a disgrace to an office in which so much is 
required: he has made such a botch of this business, that we 
doubt whether he would ever find employ again as a lawyer’s 
clerk. He has displayed nothing but a cowardly malignity 
-throughout the trial, and has been to the Queen just what Sir 
Edward Coke was to Sir Walter Raleigh. The one half of 
his malignant assertions have not even been sworn to by his 
Italian witnesses! Mr. Brougham:is a man of unbounded ta- 
lent, we wish we could add the word Aonesty to it. Mr. 
Denman and Mr. Williams are both able, honest, and decided. 
The supporters of the bill, with their Italian witnesses, are 
well matched an‘ all of a piece, and if the affair had been 
trying in an assembly of honest unbribed, and unprejudiced 
men, the case would have been quashed without looking for a 
defence. The witnesses on the part of her majesty are select- 


ed from the most respectable part of the aristocracy, and the 
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nature of their testimony has been such, that if the Lords are 
not determined on a speedy dissolution of their powers, they 
eannot fail to throw out the Bill. It is now a matter of indif- 
ference to the nation whether they do or do not pass it. We, 
who wish a different form of government hope they may 
s it. 
The preamble of the bill states that Bergami was a menial 


character, and intimates that he had possessed no qualifica- © 


tions for an advancement in her Majesty’s household, but im- 
plies that it might be attributed to the passions of the Queen 
for him. This part of the bill has been fairly and_ fully re- 
futed. It has been shewn by unquestionable evidence, by her 
Majesty’s two English chamberlains, who would have been 
the first to feel a jealousy at an undue promotion of Bergami, 
that Bergami was recommended to the Queen, as a person 
that was respectable, honest, and a faithful character. This 
recommendation was made by the representative of the Aus- 
trian government, and a hope accompanied it, that her Ma- 
jesty would not fail to promote Bergami, as his merits might 
be found to justify: that, although he would enter her Ma- 
jesty’s service as a courier, still, it was with the hope of per- 
ferment, for that his former situation in life had been superior, 


and that he wasin every sense of the word qualified for, and - 


deserving of, a higher situation. It has been given in evidence 
by Sir William Gell, and the Honourable Keppel Craven, 
that Bergami’s manners were those of a gentleman, and 
that he was the favourite of all who had been acquainted 
with him, consisting of persons of rank in the Austrian ser- 
vice. ' 

Lady Charlotte Lindsay has sworn that she never-witnessed 
the slightest impropriety in the conduct of her Majesty to- 
, wards Bergami or, vicé versa, but that he was treated and 
conducted himself just like all the other attendants. She also 
swore, that the unfounded calumnies and falsehoods which had 
been circulated against her Majesty’s character, had made an 
impression on her mind, and had induced her to leave the 
Queen, when, in fact, she had no just reasons for it. She 
dreaded the effect of the report and the suspicion that might be 
attached to it. This shews most fully what the Quéen has 
suffered from persecution, and that if she’ had not been a 
woman of the greatest foresight, prudence, and fortitude, she- 
could never have passed such an ordeal as has been prepared 
for her. 


Lords Guildford, Liandaf, and Glenkervie, have qlso testi- 
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fied the becoming demeanour of her Majesty during the re- 
peated visits they. made her in different parts of the continent, 
and that they always found the most select company .about her. 
The evidence of Majocchi and Demont has been fully set at 
nought by the opposite evidence of her Majesty’s chamberlains 
Sir William Gell and the Hon. Keppel Craven, and their two 
men servants, as to the situation of certain rooms, as to the 
. dress of her Majesty in personating the Genius of History, 
and as to the time of her stay at the Opera and masquerade. 
One of the servants of the chamberlain swore that Majocchi 
had tald him that Baron Ompteda had ‘been trying to pick the 
locks of her Majesty’s boxes and drawers, and bribing the 
servants todo it. Majocchi was confronted with this man, and 
he was too well trained in perjury to admit it, but as they 
swore one against the other, the one must be perjured, and 
which ought we to'believe, the man whose testimony has been 
impeached in the several instances, er the man whose testimony 
stands unimpeached? We are much inclined to think that 
this Baron Ompteda is not dead, as has been given out; we 
rather think that he has changed his: name, and has been 
shipped off to some of the English colonies in a new office.— 
His death, which is said to have been sudden, at such a pecu- 
liar moment, looks very suspicious, and we do not imagine 
that the fellow had courage enough to deprive himself of life. 
We shall expect to hear of the resurrection of Baron Ompteda 
by-and-by in some part of the globe. 

-It is strange that we hear nothing of the King since his re- 
turn from Brighton and the aquatic excursion; not a word 
has been said about him up to the 9th inst. there is no men- 
tion-even where he is residing. ‘The Duke of York has: began 
to absent himself from the House of Lords after the first day’s 
evidence in behalf of her Majesty, on the pretence of being 
indisposed with acold, We shall expect to hear some more 
of the noble Dukes and Lords are indisposed with colds before 
the House comes to a division on the bill of Pains and Pe- 
nalties. 

The Queen’s enemies must be chilled with cold, and every 
other disagreeable feeling at the nature of the evidence offered 
in exculpation. They have completely laid a trap for them- 
selves, and must now throw themselves. upon the mercy of the 
Queen to save their heads.’ This affair has produced just that 
climax of indignation that was necessary to stop the vices of 
the present government. It has. centered the public voice, 
and has gathered together the embers of disaffection, and,fur- 
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nished them with a rallying point. If Castlereagh and his co- 
adjutors can weather this storm, he may reign in security here- 
after. It is impossible that the Queen can be reconciled to her 
enemies ; she cannot pardon them; it would be an act of in- 
justice to the nation to do so. What then is to be done? She 
has triumphed over them: she has laid them at her feet: and 


there is no alternative but to put, them on their trial as cons | 
spirators againt the welfare of the nation, as well as the life of — 


the Queen. The King has been the grand mover in every 
branch of this business: he is the root of the conspiracy: it 
was to gratify his malignant passions that so many wicked 
men sought to destroy her Majesty, well knowing that an at- 
tempt would ensure them the royal favour, and a successful 
attempt would have procured them titles and fortune, and every 
thing that the King iad to bestow. More vice and wicked- 


ness wes never concentrated in any one conspiracy than has 


been already discovered in the present. Not only has the in- 
fluence of one country, or the rulers of one country, been en- 


ed in it, but it seems to have been an especial, and the © 


first object of the Holy Alliance. This Holy Alliance has 
been evidently defined to mean that halfa dozen kings have 
conspired together to support and gratify edch other’s dispo- 
tions! Well might Lords Liverpool and Castlereagh boast 
of the fidelity of Austria to this country, and that her fidelity 
fornied a sufficient excuse for her not paying the millions of 
money she has borrowed from our ministers. Yes, yes, all 
that money goes to compensate Austria for the spies and agents 
employed in Italy to traduce’ the character of her Majesty, 


the Queen of England. This is why you are taxed so heavily, . 


John Bul!! One half, or two-thirds cf the money that has 
been drawn from your pockets within the last 30 years, has 
been to pamper the vices of kings, and to keep the monarchical 
system of government in opposition to the better knowledge 
and wishes of the people who have to suffer under the beasts. 





Friday morning, Oct. 13th.—The Queen’s advocates have 
now beaten down every tittle of evidence that has been given 
against her, and have clearly shown that the whole has been a 
systematic perjury which has been instigated at Carlton 
House. The Italians are the least deserving of punishment 
of all who have been concerned in this diabolical conspi- 
racy. They, poor fellows, have been enticed by geld and de- 
lusive promises; but their employers have been guilty of 
crimes for which language has not provided an epithet, as 
history has not recorded any thing of the kind. It is past con- 
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jecture to say what will be the result of this business, it en- 
tirely depends upon the disposition of those men. who are arm- 
ed, and over whom the Queen’s enemies have a considerable 
influence as yet. Every thing would be clear enough if 
those men were acquainted with the particulars of what is 
passing, but they are shut out of all communication with the 
public, and all knowledye of what they owe to their country. “ 
For, talking of reconciling the King and Queen is quite un- 
natural, and would be an effort to degrade the Queen more 
than her enemies had wished to do. She cannot submit to: 
any such a reconciliation consistently with her dignity and 
future character. It would be to endanger her life more than 
before ; it would be like putting herself into the hands of a 
malignant enemy whom she has conquered, and pleading 
guilty to all the calumnies of that enemy. 

The corrupt part of the community talk now about the ne- 
cessity of protecting the King; but the Queen has still most 
need of protection. She is the injured and the weakest party ; 
and every honest man and woman in the country ought to 
demand the trial of her enemies before a competent tribunal. 
Nothing short of this can suffice. : 

: EDITOR, 
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~_ 


COMPLETION OF THE REVOLUTION IN POR- 
TUGAL.—WHERE ARE WE TO LOOK NEXT ? 


—___ 


The Revolution in Portugal has been rendered complete, by 
the brave and wise military of Lisbon deposing the old Re- 
gency and forming a new, agreeable to the recommendation 
of their fellow patriots of Oporto! Not a shot has been fired, 
nor the slightest opposition manifested ! Opposition and royal 
proclamations are only fit toexcitea laugh and a sneer of ridi- 
cule and contempt, as the soldier and citizen are united, as 
they ever should be. The patriot army of Oporto was march- 
ing upon Lisbon, but the troops in the latter city, very ho- 
nourably to themselves, anticipated the object; and stood 
ready to.embrace their compatriots in arms, as they approached 
their gates. 

The equality of representation, and the equality of the laws is 
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every thing that is sought by the advocates of reform, those 
who are their opponents wish to retain a despotic, rule,a 


corrupt and corrupting government, and the annihilation of a. 
middle class in society. They wish to restore a species of 


feudal system, where the lives and properties of one class, and 
that class the majority, shall be at the disposal of the minority, 
or a few hundred persons who may possess the Royal favour 


and authority to domineer. ‘The sooner this state of things is 


put a stop to the better ; the less difficulty and the less misery 


will attend it. The only persons who will feel an ill effect are: 
those, who have been or are now rioting upon the plunder of. 


an insulted and degraded nation. The nation is both insulted 
and degraded by the present faction in power, and it seems 
the object of that faction to try how far that insult and degra- 
dation can be carried, and what will be the forbearance of the 
people. ‘TS 

We cannot look at a foreign paper without the pain of see- 
ing ourselves taunted with the vices of our king and govern- 
ment. The Journals of the United States are showing usa 
damning retaliation, they tell us that they have no king to 
vitiate their nation—they have no.Lords spiritual and tempo- 
ral to devise green bags and obscene tales, and to pollute even 
the minds of the children of the nation, under the pretence of 
sitting as a Court of Justice—they have no parliament sur- 
rounded with bayonets, and senators hooted and kicked about 
the streets. And why have they not all these things? Be- 


cause they say we have a rational form of government ; we live » 


under social laws ; we make laws by our representatives, and 
don’t suffer a faction, a cabinet of ministers, to rob us first and 
crush us by the weight of our own property, and to make laws 
in a closet, which tend only to enrich themselves and friends, 
and to impoverish the mass of the people. 

Even Spain takes up the retort and pities us—that country 
and those people, whom but a few months since we looked at 
with contempt because of their degradation—even Spain, 
where the blood-thirsty Ferdinand had re-erected the inquisi- 
tion—even thence we are pitied as an insulted and degraded 
people. 

The fate of Sicily is yet unknown ; various rumours are 
’ floating, but none to be relied on. Austria is undoubtedly 
preparing for war, and it is to be hoped that all Italy is pre- 
paring to repel the aggression. We must expect another 
crusade against liberty ; the formidable powers of Russia and 
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Austria are yet too much at the controul of the individual 


despot to hope for peace. The despot of Russiasays, / wilt 
not negotiate about my principles, he calls the spirit of liberty, 
which has displayed itself in Italy, Spain, and Portugal, an 
evil spirit, and, doubtless, he possesses a spirit evi enough to 
make war upon it, «The immediate regeneration of France 
and Britain is essential to the peace of the Continent. It is 


-ridiculous to think that France will wait twenty years to try 


the disposition of the new Bourbon Prince! The censors of 
the French press would fain persuade us.that the joy is univer- 
sal at the birth of this Prince, but we know better. French- 
men have learnt too impressive a lesson to wait for or trust to 
any individual, to restore them to a proper rank among 
nations. Britain, we presume, is now receiving her last les- 
son ; or if we find the Bill of Pains and Penalties against the 
Queen will not teach her enough, we shall begin to despond. 
The eye of the patriot now rolls over the map of Europe, 


‘to see where the probability lies-of the next movement. ‘The 


different states of Italy are willing, but have some dread of 
Austria. The imbecile despot of Prussia has abolished all 
societies Within his realm ; and the same step is expeeted in all 
the German states. It will be vain : the love of liberty is now 
mingled with the air we breathe, and idle will be the effort to 
separate it. Even the inhabitants of the Brazils begin to in- 
dicate a revolutionary disposition—we know what Pernam- 
buco has done: and we may expect to hear that the glorious 


-Don John is out of house and home ere long. A monarchy 


cannot exist in America: it may be attempted, but a few years 
will display to us the whole western hemisphere, as a string 
of republics and free states. The South Americans have no- 
bly pronounced their independence, and opposition to it will 
avail nothing. The men who are now emigrating from this 
country to Canada are deeply imbued with the spirit of liberty, 
and: as soon as they feel an establishment they will be sure to 
assert their independence, agreeable to the examples by which 
they are surrounded. | 

This year will certainly form a new era—we must begin 
with No. 1, of the Christian era. It is the era for the 
emancipation of the human race.” Nothing has ever before 
occurred to resemble the present era. The revolutions hitherto 
have been solitary ; they have been opposed by their neigh- 
bouring states; but now, one feeling seems to pervade all 
nations. We shall see the Asiatic states demanding the re- 
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pres®atative system of government in a few years—aye, and 


‘the African too. 

Nothing can more forcibly argue the necessity of an imme- 
diate reform in the Parliament and Government of England, 
than the conspiracy against the ‘Queen. We would put the 
question soberly and seriously to every man, whatever may be 
his opinions; Do you think that the King and his ministers 
ola have carried on this conspiracy and have submitted this 


bill of Pains and Penalties to the Parliament, if they had not 


been aware of the corrupt nature of that Parliament, and that 
it was entirely at the controul of ministers? And what must 
have been the nature of their confidence in that Parliament 
in bringing forward such a charge and supporting it with a 
score of the lowest class of Italians, when this King and those 
ministers must (from the character of the evidence given) 
have known that they could not support their charge by one 
fact? Not one single fact has been adduced that in the 
slightest shape supports the preamble of the bill. All the lies 
that have been sworn to have been fully and fairly exposed 
and exploded by the most respectable evidence on the behalf 
of her Majesty, and by such persons as were continually about 
her person. 

The immediate Reform of our Parliament must follow this 
measure, or if the mass of the people. are willing to be ruled 
and robbed in this manner, they deserve it. 

On the continent the ’ Holy Alliance is straining every 
nerve to produce counter-revolutions in Naples and Spain. 
In Naples a few individuals have been hired to cry, “ Down 
with the Carbonari,” but they no sooner spoke than vanished ! 
in Spain, some Monk of the Dominican order has been ar- 
rested, and printed proclamations found in his possession, 
calling on the people to rescue their king from thraldom, and 
asserting that other powers were marching troops to assist 
them. Doubtless the present condition of Ferdinand is felt as 
a thraldom: he is not in his right element: but what is that to 
the nation, he is now but a subject, and whilst he conducts 
himself agreeable to the laws he will find protection, and no 
longer. Commotions may be excited, but the only effeet they 
will produce will be, to make the covernment approach nearer 
the Republican form, and perhaps, finally embrace it alto- 

ther, and elect a President for a limited time. Liberty is 
a pleasant food to the palate, it is a pleasure both to body and 
mind, which when we have once tasted we ean never fail to: 
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seek and desire. Slavery is a pain which we naturally wish 
to avoid. It is the same thing to a whole community and to 
an individual. Therefore it is an impossibility to eradicate 
the principles of Liberty from a community deeply imbued 
with them. An individual might he corrupted by the lure of 
gold; as an individual he might do much mischief, but it in 
no wise detracts from the general principle. The apostacy of 
the few generally strengthens the ardour of the many. 

Unprincipled men are to be found in all communities, and 
communities of men will never be free from such :—it is one 
of the variations of nature, as well in the vegetable as in the 
animal world. We find good, bad, and indifferent of every 
thing that procreates. Such qualities are apt to spring from 
the same stock: there is no accounting for it: it is one of na- 
ture’s freaks, or rather, it might be termed the operations of 
chance. There is a variance as to disposition in all animals, 
whieh might be construed to imply virtue and vice. The ob- 
ject of society is to controul the vicious powers of its members, 
as essential to the welfare of the general whole. That is not 
social order where the power of one individual is sufficient ‘to 
enable him to practise every kind of vice with impunity. 
The ministers of the King of England are something like Ca- 
tholic Confessors or Priests; they have the power of absolution, 
and of bearing the sins of their employer. for a_ stipulated 
price. But who has. to pay for all these pranks? This is 
the question. The ministers will bear no more sins than they 
are well paid for carriage. 

The Newspapers tell us that Lord Castlereagh slept at 
Chelmsford, in Essex, on the Ist inst. and on the morning of 
the second the. Mayvr and a few others, presented him an ad- 
dress, expressive of their approbation of his mode of govern- 
ment and his parliamentary conduct! This is either a foul 
stain, or a burlesque on the people of Chelmsford. We doubt 
whether many of the inhabitants knew of his Lordship’s stay 
there. However, the inhabitants of Chelmsford are, in duty 
bound to explain themselves on this address, for the Mayor had 
no authority to carry an address in the name of the corpora- 
tion; it might have been tne address of the Mayor and his 
friends, but not of the corporation of Chelmsford. It would 
have been as well to have published the signatures to this ad- 
dress, to see how far it spoke the sentiments of the people of 
Chelmsford. We could wish that those who approve of Lord 
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Sry, 1 asa raler, could always have the happiness of 
living under him, if they would go out of this country. 
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CONTINUATION OF REPLY TO THE REV. THO- 
MAS HARTWELL HORNE’S PAMPHLET, ENTI- 
TLED “ DEISM REFUTED.” From p. 216. 


a ee or 


{ find nothing further worth notice in the book of Isaiah 
was it not that the 53 chapter, is much cried up as a famous 
prophecy by the Christians: and it has been further rendered 
famous, because, it is saidto have suddenly converted the cele- 
brated Lord Rochester, who lived in the reign of the second 
Charles. With respect to Lord Rochester, it should be ob- 
served, that he did not put any faith in the Bible, until he 
became insane in mind, by the long continuance of bodily 
pain and disease: his vigor was gone, and death within a few 
days became certain. This is not a time to try the opinions 
of a man; when his mind is decayedand his nature exhausted, 
and consequently is reduced to a state of infancy and im- 
becility, in which, he may be truiy said to have no opinions, 
but parrot-like, to imbibe and repeat whatever might be said 
to him. Onanother ground it may be asserted that Lord 
Rochester was not a fair criterion: he was never an infidel to 
the doctrines of the Bible from examination, and in a philoso- 
phic point of view he was one of those men who had never 
troubled himself about the matter, whether the contents of the 
Bible were true or false: his whole life, from the age of 
puberty to the total loss of strength and vigour was one con- 
tinued scene of systematic debauchery. Surely the opinions 
of such a man, or rather the ideas when he was incapable of 
forming an opinion, can be no criterion for truth or falsehood. 
He no doubt regretted the manner in which he had spent his 
life, and had brought upon himself a premature death ; but 
such a man cannot fairly be made an argument for or against 
the truth of the Bible. For my own part, I see nothing at all 
in the chapter that can be made to refer to the Christian 
scheme without a great deal of distortion. The following are 





its contents :— 


“ Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground. [ie hath no form nor comeliness ; 
and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desixe 
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him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, and we hid as it were our faces from him ; he 
was despised, and we esteemed him-not. Surely he hath borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smit- 
ten of God, and afflicted. But he-was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to lis own way ; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of usall, He was oppres- 
sed:and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth ; he is brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
’ so he opened not his mouth. He was taken from prison and from 
judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for be was cut off 
~out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was 
he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich. in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him ; he hath 
put him to grief. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, 
ye shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, agd the pleasures of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of bis 
soul and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall my righteous servant jus- 
tify many ; for be shall bear their iniquities. ‘Therefore will I divide 
» him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong ; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was 
numbered with the transgressors ; and he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the trausgressors.” 


Paine was of opinion that Jeremiah was the man of sor- 
rows, and the sufferer meant, and that the chapter was written 
by one of his adherents.. It certainly corresponds with the 
afflictions Jeremiah is said to have encountered for the sake of 
the Jews ; but the whole must remain as conjecture. I am 
much inclined to think, that the person who wrote the book 
of Jeremiah, wrote the greatest portion of the book of Isaiah. 
The style is similar, the subject the same. In the second book 
of Chronicles, and in the book of Ezra, we find it mentioned, 
that Jeremiah was the person who had prophesied of the resto- 
ration of the Jews by Cyrus. There is nothing said about 
Isaiah. It is thus :— 


Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, that the word of 
the Lord spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, 
the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in wr'ting, 
saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the 
earth hath the Lord Godof heaven given me; and he hath charged 
me to build bim an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is 
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there among you of all his people? ‘The Lord bis God be with him, 


and let him go up.” 


As a proof of the trick upon Cyrus, we find it was. shewn 

him immediately upon his coming to the throne, and that he 
immediately put the scheme into practice. Ezra makes no 
mention of Isaiah, but Josephus, who wrote 500 years after, 
took the trick for a prophecy, and mentions that Isaiah had 
foretold the arming of Cyrus, and his restoration of the Jews. 
I can unriddle the subject satisfactorily to my own mind, and 
I hope I have made it clear enough for the reader. 
_ I come now to the book of Jeremiah, and I find but a few 
verses that I shall have occasion to notice; as to me, the 
reading of it appears to be just as important as if [ had heard 
three or four old women, or as many children, telling each 
other their dreams. In the twentieth chapter, we are told 
that Jeremiah got put into the stocks for one of his mad 
freaks ; and whilst in the stocks, he began to distrust his god, 
Jehovah, and cried, 


“O Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art 
stronger than I, and hast prevailed : Tam in derision daly, every. one 
moeketh me. For since I spake, I cried out, I cried,violence and 
speil; because the word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision, daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of him, 
nor speak any more in his name.” 


Jeremiah did not bear persecution well, for we subsequently 
find him begging and entreating not to be imprisoned and put 
to death ; besides, challenging his idol asa deceiver, was a 
gross outrage and recantation ! 

I, the twenty-third chapter, there is also a ‘pretended pro- 


‘phecy, which the Jews say applies to their Long -ComNG Mes- 


siah—the Christians to their Jesus Christ ; and 1 say, has. no 
application atall, It is thus:— 

“ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto Da- 
vid a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment aud justice in the earth. In his days Judah. shall 
be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and. this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, ‘(THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS,” 


It. was a false and forlorn hope which pretended: prophets 
or, soothsayers imposed. upon the Jews in their captivity. If 
the lapse of 2,000 years be not sufficient to negative the asser- 
tion, | know not what time can be thought necessary. It was 
evidently a temporal prince proposed ; therefore, the idol of 
the Christians cannot be brought in to fill up the, supposed 
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prophecy. It may be inferred by the following extract from | 


the same chapter, that these prophets of old were just like the 
priests of the present day ; they endeavoured to discredit each 
others pretensions :— 


“‘T have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my 
name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. How long shali this 
be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are pro- 
phets of the deceit of their own heart; which think to cause my peo- 
ple to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to 
his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. The 
prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream ; and he that hath my 
word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the 
wheat? saith the Lord. Is not my word like as a fire? saith the 
Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? There- 
fore, beheld, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my 
words every one from his neighbour. Behold, I am against the pro- 
a saith the Lord, that use their tongues, and say, he saith. Be- 

old, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, 
and do tell tg and cause my people to err by their lies, and by 
their lightness ; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them ; therefore 
they shall not profit this people at all, saith the Lord. And when 
this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is 
the burden of the Lord? thou shalt then say unto them, What bur- 
den? I will even forsake you, saith the Lord.” 


In the thirty-first chapter we find two verses, which, in the 
book of Matthew, are glaringly distorted into a supposed pro- 
phecy. It is only necessary to read the quotation in its pro- 
per place, to. expose the grossness of the imposition: ‘it is 
thus :— 


“ Thus saith the Lord; a voice was heard in Ramah, lamentations, 


and bifter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be , 


comforted for her children, because they were not. Thus saith the 
Lord ; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: 
for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and they shall come 
again from the land of the enemy.” 


And this is made to be a prophecy of the tale in the book 
of Matthew, .where Herod is made to gut all the children te 
death that were under two years of age! This tale is a fabri- 
cation, and the supposed prophecy is a prophecy of nothing. 
It is an expression of sorrow for the desolation of Judea by the 
Chaldeans, and a promise of restoration. 


I find nothing further worthy of notice in the book of Jere- 


miah, or in the book of Lamentations that follows it. It is 


evident that Jeremiah was disaffected to the Jewish monarchy, 
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as he tried every thing in his power to draw over the Jews to 
Nebuchadnezzer ; and after all the territory of Judea was con- 
quered, we find the conqueror heaping every favour on Jere- 
miah that he would ask.» This was a traiterous prophet. 

I come now to the book of Ezekiel; and here it appears 
that we have a distinct character, to deal with, as is style is 
peculiar and his person avowed to be one of the captives in 
Babylon. I have already inserted the first chapter, on an au- 
gument about the Cherubin and Seraphim, and as it relates 
wholly to that subject, I need not make a repetition here. 
The second and third chapters represents Ezekiel as being 
filled with a spirit that set him upright upon his legs; then he 
had to eat a book, which was as sweet as honey in his mouth, 
and well filled his beily ; and lastiy, thé spirit bids him move 
about in different. places to receive instructions. There are 
parts of the book of Ezekiel which are particularly filthy and 
obscene, one of those we meet with in the fourth chapter as 
follows. 


“ Thou also, son of man, take the a tile, and lay it before thee, and 
pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: And lay siege against it, 
and build a fort against it; set the camp also against it, and set 
battering rams against it round about. Moreover take thou unto 
thee an iron pan, and set it fora wall of iron between thee and the 
city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou 
shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel. 
Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of 
Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt 
lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. For I have laid upon thee 
the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three 
hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity. of the 
house of Israel. And when thou hast accomplished them, lie 
again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the 
house ef Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a 
year. Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, 
and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophecy against it. 
And, hehold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee 
from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy siege. 
Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentiles; 
and millet, and fitches, and. put theny im one vessel, and matte thee 
bread thereof, according to the nuober of the days that theu'slialt 
lie upon thy side, three hundred:and ninety days shalt thou eat there~’ 
of. And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty 
shekels a day ; from time to time shalt thou eat it. ‘hou shalt drink 
also water by measure, the sixth part of an hin ; from, time to time 
shalt thou drink. And thou shalt eat it as barley-cakes, and thou 
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shalt bake it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. And 
the Lord said, even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled 
bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them. Then said I, 
Ah, Lord God! behold my soul hath not been polluted ; for from my 
youth up even till now have I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, 
or is torn in pieces; neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth. 
Then he said unto me, lo, I have given thee cow's dung for man’s 
dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith. Moreover he said 
unto me, son of man, behold, I will break the staff of bread in Je- 
rusalem ; and they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and they 
shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment; that they may 
want bread and water, and be astonished one with another, and con- 
sume away for their iniquity.” 


If this chapter be not sufficient to knock down all the pro- 
phecymongers, I have no idea what else can be expected. 


‘The first part of this chapter is ridiculous for the signs to be 


observed by Ezekiel, the last is extremely disgusting in offer- 
ing him cow’s dung to eat as less filthy than human ordure. 
There can be no shuffling, no misconstruction here, the lan- 
guage is plain and pointed, and in no book but the Bible, that 
ever passed through my hands, did I ever find such a filthy 
subject—such a sickening tale.. 

Almost every chapter in this book abounds with some new 
sign, by which the Jewish idol is said to depict the desolation 
of Judea and its inhabitants; the following is from the fifth 
chapter. 


“And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a 
barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy 
beard’: then take three balances to weigh, and divide the hair. Thou 
shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city,-when the 
days of the siege are fulfulled: and thou shalt take a third part, and 
smite about it with a knife; and a third part thou shalt scatter in the 
wind; and I will draw out a sword after them. “Thou shall also 
take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts. Then 
take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn 
them in the fi.e; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all the house 
of Israel.” 


Strangely ridiculous as those signs are, might it not be 


asked, why one communication instruction to the same 
individual was not sufficient? It is evident that these madmen 
called prophets, racked their brains to find new figures and 
types to-convey their menaces and direful notions. Pots, ket- 

» and pans, with all kinds of culinary utensils, are made 
types of the fall and restoration of the Jews, and even the most 
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voluptuous tales and notions are wove in for the same subject ! 
It would be tedious to enumerate the whole, so I shall pass over 
all those types and signs that can but raise a smile, and notice 
those which must excite the disgust of every moral and vir- 
tuous mind. The most pointed of these are to be found in the 
sixteenth and twenty-third chapters. TI insert a portion of the 
first and the whole of the latter chapter. 


“ Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, son of man 
cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, and say, ‘Thus saith the 
Lord God unto Jerusalem ; thy birth and thy nativity is of the land 
of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite ; 
and as for thy nativity, in the day thou was born thy navel was not 
cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast 
not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. None eye pitied thee, to do 
any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou 
wast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person, in the 
day that thou wast born: and when I passed by thee, and saw thee 
polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy 
blood, live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, live. 
I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast 
increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments. 
thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast 
naked and bare. Now when I passed by thee, aud looked upon thee, 
behold thy time was the time of love, and I spread my skirt over 
thee, and covered thy nakedness; yea, I sware unto thee, and en- 
tered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou be- 
camest mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly 
washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil, I 
clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badger’s 
skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with 
silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, and I pat bracelets upon 
thy hands, and a chain on thy neck; and I put a jewel ou thy fore- 
head, and ear-rinys in thine years, and a beautiful crown upon thy 
head. Thus was thou decked with gold and silver, and thy raiment 
was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work ; thou didst eat fine 
flour, and honey, and oil; and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and 
thou didst prosper iuto a kingdom : and thy renown went forth among 
the heathen for thy beauty; for it was perfect through my comeli- 
ness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God, But thou 
didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy 
renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed 
by ; his it was. And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst 
thy high places witis divers colours, and playedst the harlot there- 
upon ; the like things shall pot come, neither shall it be so. Thou 
hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I 
hiad given thee, snd madest to thyself imagesof men, and didst commit 
whoredom with them, and tookedst thy broidered garment and co- 








ee 


ae 5 ee 


- 
et ae 


a - 
ams 


es 


a= 
a oe 


— 


7 
N 


-240 THE REPUBLICAN. 


veredst them ; and thou hast set mine oil and mine imcense before 
them. My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and ho- 
ney, wherewith I fed thee, thou hadst even set it before them for a 
Sweet savour; and thus it was, saith the Lord God. Moreover thou 
hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne unto 
me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured, Is 
this of thy whoredoms a smali matter, that thou hast slain my chil- 
dren, and delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for 
them? And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast 
not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and 
bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. And it came to pass after all 
thy wickedness (woe, woe, unto thee! saith the Lord. God), that 
thou hast also built unte thee an eminent place, and hast made thee 
an high place in every street. Thou hast built thy high place at every 
head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast 
opened thy feet ‘to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy 
whoredoms. ‘Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyp- 
tians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whore- 
doms, toprovoke me to anger. Behold, therefore, I have stretched 
out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine ordinary food, and 
delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the danghters of 
the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way. Thou bast 
playéd the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsa- 
tiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldst 
not be satisfied. Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in 
the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied 


herewith. How weak is thine heart saith the Lord God, seeing thou 


doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman; in 
that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, end 
makest thine high place in every street ; and fiast not been as a harlot 
in that thou scorneth hire; but as a wife that committeth adultery, 
which taketh strangers instead of her husband! They give gifts to 
all whores, but thou givest thy gifls to all thy lovers, and hirest them, 
that they may come unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. And 
the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, whereas 
none followeth thee to commit whoredoms ; and in that thou givest 
a reward, and no reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art con- 
trary. Wherefore, O harlot hear the word of the Lord; thus saith 
the Lord God; because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy na- 
kedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with 
all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, 
which thou didst give unto them; Behold, therefore, I will gather 
all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them tliat 
thou hast loyed, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even 
gather them round about against thee, and will discover thy 
nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness: 
and I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and 
shed blood are judged; and I will give thee blood in fury and jea- 
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lousy: and I will also give thee into their hand, and they shall throw 
down thine eminent place, and shall break down thy high places 5 
they shall strip thee also of thy clothes, and stall take thy fair jewels, 
and leave thee naked and bare. They shall also bring up.a company 
against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones, and thrast thee 
through with their swords. And they shall burn thine houses with 
fire, and execute judgments upon thee in the sight of many women; 
and I will cause thee to cease from playing the harlot, and thou also shalt 
give no hire anv more. So will I make my fury toward thee to rest, 
and my jealousy shall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will 
be no more angry. - Because thou hast not.remembered the days of 
thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore, 
J also will recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord God ; 
and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above all thine abomina- 
tions.” 

“€ The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, Son of man, 
there were two women, the danghters of one mother: And they 
cominitted whoredoms in Egypt; they committed whoredoms in their 
youth: there were their breasts pressed, and there they bruised the 
teats of their virginity. And the names of them were Aholah the 
elder, and Aholibah her sister; and they were mine, and they bare 
sons ahd daughters. ‘Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and 
Jerusalem Aholibah, And Aholah played the harlot when she was 
mine; and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbours, 
Which were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them de- 
sirable young meu, horsemen riding upon horses. Thus she com- 
mitted her whoredoms with them, with all them that were the chosen 
men of Assyria, and with all on whom she doted : with all their-idols 
she defiled herself. Neither left she her whoredoms brought from 
Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her,and they bruised the breasts 
.of her virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her. Wherefore f 
have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the 
Assyrians, upon whom she doted.. These discovered her nakedness : 
they tovk her sons and her daughters, and slew her with the sword: 
and she became famous among woman ; for they had executed judg- 
ment upon her. And when her sister Aholibah saw this, she was 
more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and her whoredoms 
more than Res sister in her whoredoms. She doted upon the Assyrians 
her neighbours, captains and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horse- 
men ridiog upon horses, all of them desirable young men. Then I 
saw that she was defiled, that they took both one way. And that she 
increased her whoredoms: for when she saw men pourtrayed upon 
the wall, the images of the Chaldeans pourtrayed with vermilion. 
Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upen 
their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the manner of ‘the 
Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity; Aud as soon as . 
she saw them with hér eyes, she doted upon them, and sent messen- 
gers unto them into Chaldea. Aud the Babylonians came to her into” 
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the bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoredoms, and she 
was polluted with them, and her mind was alienated from them. So 
she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her nakedness: then 
my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind was alienated from 
her sister. Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to remem- 
brance the days of her youth, wherein she had played the harlot in 
the land of Egypt. For she doted upon their paramours, whose 
flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses. 
Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy youth, in 
bruising thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy youth. There- 
fore, O Aholibah, thus saith the Lord God; Behoid, I will raise up 
thy lovers against thee, from whom thy mind is alienated, and I will 
bring them against thee on every side; ‘The Babylonians, and all the 
Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians with 
them: all of them desirable young men, captains and rulers, great 
lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses. And they shall 
come aguinst thee with chariots, waggons, and wheels, and with an as- 
sembly of people, which shall set against thee buckler and shield and 
helmet round about: and I will set judgment before them, aad they 
shall judge thee according to their judgments. And [ will set my 
Jealousy against thee, and they shall deal furiously with thee :: they 
shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and thy remnant shal! fall 
by the sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters ; and thy 
residue shall be devoured by the fire. They shall also strip thee out 
of thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels. Thus will I make 
thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy whoredom brought from 
the iand of Egypt: so that thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unto 
them, nor remember Egypt any more. For thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of them whom thou hatest, 
into the hand of them from whom thy mind is alienated: And they 
shall deal with thee hatefuily, and shall take away all thy labour, and 
shall leave thee naked and bare; and the nakedness of thy whore- 
doms shall be discovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. I 
will «lo these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a whoring after - 
the heathen, and because thou art polluted with their idols. Thou 
hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give her cup 
into thine hand. Thus saith the Lord God; Thou shalt drink of 
thy sister’s cup deep and large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and 
had in derision ; it containeth much. Thou shalt be filled with drun- 
kenness and sorrow, with the cup of astonishment and desolation, 
with the cup of thy sister Samaria, ‘Ihou shalt even drink it and 
suck it out, and thou shalt break the shreds thereof, and pluck off 
thine own breasts: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord God. There- 
fore thins saith the Lord God: Because thou hast forgotten me, and 
cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and 
thy whoredoms. The Lord said moreover unto me; Son of man, 
wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, declare unto them their 
abomiuations; That they have committed adultery, and bloed is in 
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their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and 
have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them 
through the fire, to devour them. Moreover this they have done unto 
me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have pro- 
faned my sabbaths. For when they had slain their children to their 
idols, then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; 
and, Jo, thus have they done in the midst of mine house. And 
furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto whom 
a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came: for whom thou didst wash 
thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments, And 
satest upon a stately bed, and a table prepared before it, whereupon 
thou hast set mine incense and mine oil. And a voice of a multi- 
tude being at ease was with her: and with the men of the common 
sort were brought Sabeans from the wilderness, which put bracelets 
upon their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their heads. Then said 
[ unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit whore- 
doms with her, and she with them? Yet they went iu unto her, as 
they go in unto a woman that playeth the harlot; so went they in 
unto Aholah and unto Abolibah, the lewd women. And the righte- 
ous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and 
after the manner of women that shed blood ; because they are adul- 
teresses, and blood is in their hands. For thus saith the Lord God; 
I will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be re- 
moved and spoiled. And the company shall stone them with stones, 
and dispatch them with their swords ; they shall slay their sons and 
their daughters, and bura up their houses with fire. Thus will I cause 
lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not 
to do after your lewdness. And they shall recompense your lewdness 
upon you, and ye shall bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know 


that I am the Lord God. 


Disgusting as are those chapters, I understand they fall far 
short of the original Hebrew, and that a considerable omission 
has occurred in the translation. In the original Hebrew, 
the talents and knowledge of the most devoted voluptuary 
have been exercised to paint the manners and character of the 
most lascivious harlot. With the exception of the character 
and manners of Theodora, the wife of the Emperor Justinian, 
as handed down by the Greek and Roman Historians, there is 
nothing in print to equal for obscenity and voluptuousness 
those chapters of Ezekiel in the Hebrews. What inference can 
be drawn from any author using such types to express an ab- 
ject utterly foreign, but that he must have been a lecher of the 
most disgusting kind! The laws of nature all operate to wise 

_ ends and purposes, and in what is strictly natural, there can 
be no indecency; but when a man’s senses are so depraved 
and sensual, that he delights in an excess of debauchery and 
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voluptuousness, and has no taste or appetite for aught besides ; 
when he makes it a continual subject cf conversation and of 
practice, it becomes evidently a species of insanity, and the 
actions of such a man are decidedly unnatural and vicious. 
The most delicious draughts when taken to excess are sure to 
nauseate, as nature requires a medium in all things. 

The foregoing chapters as types of the conduct of the Jews 
are far-fetched, and in my opinion false both in their premises 
and conclusion. Iam firmly of opinion, that if the writer had 
never seen the splendid-and voluptuous manners of the Chal- 
deans or Persians, he never would have formed such ideas in 
Judea before the Babylonish captivity. The Jews were too 
contemptible to display such refinements in luxury as are 
there exhibited. A nation that is repeatedly exposed to the 
invasion of its more powerful neighbours never reaches a 
state of prosperity and wealth. The accumulation of prospe- 
rity attracts the royal as well as the highway robber, and po- 
verty is the only.safeguard against powerful thieves. We 


_ have no authentic history that ever Judea was an independent 


state, it has always been open to the ravages of the Assyrians, 
the Chaldeans, the Persians, the Egyptians, the Grecians, the 
Romans, or the Turks, who have now possession of it, not 
to mention the Philistines whom the Bible represents as almost 
continually the masters of the Israelites or Jews. It has ever 
been a petty province, in which the inhabitants haye been 
linked together by a peculiar species of idolatry, and a pow- 
erful and binding fanaticism. Their very form of worship was 
calculated to impoverish them as a nation, and all the wealth 
of the state was sure to flow into the hands of the priests. 
The double tribute which tyranny and priestcraft must have 
drawn from them could leave but a bare subsistence in which 
the necessaries of life and not luxuries became the desideratum. 
We might as well’ believe that this luxurious and voluptuous 
mode of living existed at this moment among the spinners and 
weavers of Lancashire and Scotland, as to believe that it ever 
existed among the Jews. The Jews never thrived better than 
when under a staie of captivity abroad, or under Roman gar- 
risons athome. The Roman provinces it is well known reaped 
a benefit from conquest generally speaking. 

I find nothing further worth notice in the book'of Ezekiel, 
it forms a succession of types, and closes with a plan of the 
new city of Jerusalem, and the extent of territory to be pos- 
sessed by the twelve tribes, whereas, we have lost sight of ten 
of those tribes, who haye never been heard of to this day. 
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There is one thing evident, Ezekiel prophecied the restora- 
tion of the Jews after that restoration had taken place, and he 
promised himself a splendid and powerful nation which has 
turned out to be adelusivedream. Subsequent and successive 
Jews have been working upon the same fallacious base, and 
still buoy themselves with the hope that in some thousand or 
two of years, their descendant’s will be restored to the country 
of their ancestors. Futile and ridiculous hope! 

The book of Daniel, which stands next in rotation, assumes 
a new aspect, and stands asa narrative of what happened to him, 
Daniel, and his fellows at Babylon. I should observe that, as a 
narrative, the romance is distinct and regular, which is not usual 
in most of the romances of the Bible. It sets forth, that Daniel 
and three others of his fellow captives were selected for their 
comeliness and wisdom to wait upon the King, and that they 
were excused from eating the King’s allowance of animal food, 
&c. and lived entirely upon pulse, which I can only define to 
be a vegetable diet, and they were fairer and fatter than those 
who consumed animal food and drank wine. So far I can be- 
lieve, but no farther ; for in the second chapter weare told, that 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream, and the next day forgot it 
So he called all his magicians, and astrologers, and sorcerers, 
and chaldeans, to tell him the dream that he had forgot, and 
the interpretation of it; all those wise and wonderful men in- 
sisted that it was impossible for any man to tell what the King 
had forgotten, but if he would recollect the dream, they would- 
interpret it. ‘The despot grows furious and threatens to de- 
stroy them all as impostors, when Daniel steps forward and 
tells the King the dream he had forgotten, and the interpreta- 
tion ofit; and thus saves all his fellow magicians, astrologers, 
sorcerers, &c.: for Daniel we are told was made master of 
them. I need not repeat the particulars of the dream, or the 
interpretation, to shew that it is all a forgery: suffice it to say, 
that Daniel, in his interpretation, threatens Nebuchadnezzar 
with a deposition from his throne. Such an interpretation 
would have been resented by q less powerful, and less despotic, 
prince than Nebuchadnezzar, and such an interpreter would 
" have lost his head as a traitor: but lo! we are told that the 
King fell down on his face and worshipped Daniel, and made 
-hima ruler in Babylon! This is so contrary to the common 
character and disposition of a despot, that it cannot be tole- 
rated fora moment. ~ Nebuchadnezzar is farther made to say, 


that Daniel’s God is a God of Gods, and a Lord of Kings ; 
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~ but in the very next chapter, we are told that he set up a 


= image, and enjoined every one in his kingdom to fall 
own and worship it under the pain of death. Here we have 
three of Daniel’s fellows introduced as refusing to worship this 
image, and Daniel not being mentioned, we of course must 
suppose that he. fell down and worshipped this golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. However, the point of this 
part of the romance is, that these three companions of Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were cast into a red hot 
furnace, without receiving any hurt from the fire, whilst those 
who threw them in bound, were destroyed by the flame and 
exceeding heat. They were taken out again alive, and with- 
out the smell of fire having passed on them, says the story ; 
and the King passes a decree, that no other God but that of these 
Jews shall be worshipped. I shall not make any comment 
upon this story. 1 reject all supernatural stories—I feel a 
conviction that they are fabricated. 

The next tale comes in the shape of a decree, published by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and issued in the first person singular ; as it 
appears, that King’s in those days had not assumed the folly 
of speaking of themselves in the plural number. It is I, Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and not we Nebuchadnezzar. The decree goes 
on to relate the dream, and Daniel’s interpretation of it, which 
was, that he should be driven from men.and should graze in 
the field with beasts. This we are told came to pass, and that 
his hairs grew like eagles’s feathers, and his nails like birds’ 
claws ; ail afterwards his reason returnad and he again as- 
sumed the empire! This tale is told in such a bungling man- 
ner, that whatever were its contents, it would excite sus- 


picion of its falsehood. It begins in theform of a decree, but | 


breaks into a regular narrative by a third person, which is suf- 
ficient to stamp the whole as a falsehood, if its contents were 
not utterly improbable :—impossible would not be saying too 
much. It is said that Nebuchadnezzar was in the fields 

ing with the oxen for seven times, which is generally in- 
terpreted for seven years. Is it likely that there would be a 
vacancy on the throne all this time, whilst the monarch was 
gone to grass? If a successor had been appointed, would he 
not have raised some objections to a mere beast returni 

in to the throne? And lastly, amongst what cattle could 
Nebuchadnezzar graze without universally attracting the sur- 
rounding inhabitants as spectators? The whole thing is so 


_ preposterous, that silence may be said to be the most forcible 
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objection to it. As to dreams, and the interpretation of them, 
they are both beneath my notice: I can laugh at them, but { 
cannot offer argument against them. Dreams may fairly be 
considered to be a species of insanity: they resemble the co- 
gitations of a lunatic, and are worthy of no further notice, 
than to prevent their becoming mischievous. Paine’s Essay 
on Dreams is a master-piece: he has said all that can be said 
on the subject, by human research and ingenuity ; and to that 
I would refer the reader for a further exposition of dream. 

The next tale in the book of Daniel is called Belshaszar’s 
impious feast ; but why or wherefore it was impious, I cannot 
discover. However, the ehief object seems to be to introduce 
Daniel, and to give some importance to the vessels which 
were brought from the Jewish Temple, and which Belshazzar 
is said to drink out of, but which in the book of Kings, we 
were told were cut to pieces and used as old metal. hilst 
Belshazzar was in the heighth of his glee, we are told that a 
hand came and wrote on the wall, which writing, when inter- 
preted by Daniel, intimated also the deposition of Belshazzar 
and the division of his kiigdom. Belshazzar, instead of treat- 
ing Daniel as a traitor, is said to put a chain of gold round bis 
neck, and to make him third ruler of the kingdom. Nebu- 
chadnezzar made him second in command, so now we find 
him gone down a degree. 

Next comes Darius the conqueror of Belshazzar, and he, for 
reasons not assigned, makes Daniel (a double captive) his 
prime minister! Daniel in his exalted. situation becomes an 
object of jealousy, and other princes and rulers form.a con- 
spiracy to destroy him. They propose to the king that no 
one shall ask any favour or petition from Ged or man for 


thirty days, save of him the king. The King assents to this 


proposition, and Daniel is detected on his knees praying to his 
God. Darius reluctantly orders him to be thrown into the 
den of lions, expressing’ a hope that his God will save him. 
The next morning the king comes to the den and calling 
Daniel finds him alive and orders him to be taken up and his 
accusers thrown in, who as a matter of course, are torn to pieces 
immediately. Darius then issues a decree, saying, that there 
is no God like the God of the Jews, and thus the story ends 
here. But in the book of Apocrypha, this story of Daniel’s* 
being thrown into the lion’s den is very differently told, there 
it is said to be in the reign of Cyrus, and the cause of it, that 
Daniel had occasioned an insurrection against Cyrus, by 
destroying the priests of Bel anda great serpent that was 
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worshipped by them. They therefore threatened to destroy 
Cyrus if he aia not deliver up Daniel: ‘It is said that ‘Daniel 
vosh in the den six days, and that nothing wa’ given 
to the lions duriftg that time to eat, and it is further 
said that the prophet Habbakuk, who liv ed in Judea and had 
made some broth for his reapers, was going into the field with 
it, and an angel met him and told him that he must carry it 
to Babylon to Daniel; not above 1 or 200 miles! Habbakuk 
murmurs, and says, he does not know ¢ any thing about Baby- 


— lon or, the lion’s den, and the angel takes him | by the hair of 


the head and swings him there in an instant. Habbakuk 
cries out here Daniel, here’s your dinner, and-is immediately 
swung back again to Judea> Habbakuk is the swiftest tra- 
veller on record, he must have travelled 3 or 400 miles before 
a bowl of broth grew cold. We are not told what excuse he 
made to his reapers for not bringing them any broth, but we 
are told that Daniel was very thankful for it. 

There is also the story of Susanna in the book of Apocrypha, 
which is said properly to belong to the book of Daniel, as 
Daniel detected the two wicked judges and false w itnessen, 
which procured him great praise. ‘This is an affecting tale and 
has nothing improbable in it. 

Weare now come to Danicl’s dreams or visions, as fam not 
sufficiently learned to comprehend the difference. It will not 
be expected from me that I should attempt to meddle with 
those dreams by way of trying to unriddle them. TI hold all 
kinds of dreams to be the effusions-of an insane mind, The 
rectitude of thought which exists in the human body whilst 
awake, does not exist whilst asleep, although, dreams at times 
appear to have a regularity. Although, sleep may be con- 
sidered as essential to the preservation and continual regene- 
ration of animal life, still it must be’ viewed as a species ‘of 
disease, and the more diseased the body the more’ liable it is 
to dreams. I believe it is agreed that all animals have their 
dreams more or less. “What we know of ourselves by ex- 
perience, it may be safely said, that dreaming proceeds from 
an insane or deceased mind, although that insanity or disease 
might not exist in the same body when awake. However, 
I take all these dreams of Daniel, so called, to be the forgeries 
of some later Jew who lived in the time of Alexander the 
Great or immediately after him.’ In the first place I would 
observe, that the last verse of the sixth chapter says “ So this 
Daniel prospered’ in the reign of Datius, and in ihe reien of 
C yrus the Persian.” I think this verse affords a sufficient 
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proof that this book of Daniel was not composed or compiled 
by him who is ihe hero of the romance ; it is evidently by the 
work of some person who lived later than Cyrus. To me 
there appears to bea great.anachronism in the Bible hister 

with respect to.Darius. Jam not aware, by what I recollect 
of my reading in antient history, that there was, in fact, more 
than one Darius, and .he lived ‘in the time of Alexander the 
Great and suffered a. total overthrow by him.. There are 
various. stories, I know, about the manner in which this 
Darius came to the throne. of Persia; and one in particular 
was, that he obtained it by the neighing of his horse; it having 
been agreed by several of the Persian princés, at the time of 
a vacancy on the throne, that they would on a certain morn- 
ing meet at a certain place on horseback, and he whose horse 
was the first to neigh should obtain the kingdom, _ It is further - 
said, that Darius used a stratagem over night to obtain this 
prize by leading his horse te a mare on the same spot, so that 
the next morning his horse recollected the amour, and-was 
the first to neigh. I am: aware that. this tale is treated 
with contempt as a fabrication, and .[ am aware that 
other Darius’s have been mentioned. in history, but -Iethink 
it has been done merely to make apparent the incongruities 
and anachronisms of the’ Bible. The King: of Greece is 
mentioned in the book of Daniel, but there is no mention’ of 
the battle between him and Darius.. In this book it is said, 
that Darius took the kingdom from Belshazzar, and ended the 
Chaldean dynasty, it is also.said that Darius was the som of 
Ahasuerus; it might then be asked, how Ahasuerus could 
reign over those provinces in which the Jews. were captive, as 
is related in the book of Esther, since we here find it said that 
Darius niade the conquest of those kingdoms: and why is the 
Artaxerxes mentioned in the book of Fzra ‘not mentioned ‘in 
the book Daniel, since Daniel is said to’ have been of the first 
of the eaptives during the reign of Jehoiachim, and during his 
captivity he is said to have reached the first offices of the state, 
and the succession of kings is carefully mentioned, for there are 
no less than four of them? Volumes upon volumes have been 
written to explain the idle and nonsensical dreams related in 
in this book, but it would be well] to: setile those anachronisms, 
and shew how Cyrus could reign after Darius, when Alexander 
defeated Darius and over ran all his territory. In short there 
is scarce an incident. mentioned in the Bible, that can be relied 
on as an historical fact, and placed in its due time of occur- 
rence. Let it first be fairly shewn that the Darius mentioned 
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in the Bible was not the Darius opposed to Alexander the 
Macedonian, and then it will be time to see about unriddling 
the dreams. Now-a-day, we dream of simple and natural 
events, but formerly, it appears, they dreamed parables and. 
hierglyphics as well as spoke by them. Mystery is the hand- 
all of priestcraft. The first effort of Priestcraft was to stu- 
pify the minds of mankind by hieroglyphics ; after making 
some progress and having become powerful it descended to 
parable as less mysterious ; it now dares to assert that it can 
come to argument and support itself by reason, but when we 
can once bring it to this latter test, without the fear of perse- 


eution, we shall soon see it annihilated. It cannet exist» 


without some mystery. 

We now come to the book of Hosea. Hosea was another 
of those lewd prophets who endeavoured to who studied to 
state his prophecies and types by the sexual intercourse ! 
Those men must either have made the prostitution of the 
female sex their conversation, study, or practice, or they could 
not have been so ready with their pens in depicting it. 
Although, the Jews have not represented their Jehovah quite 
so amourous as the Jupiter of the Grecians and Romans, still, 
they have painted him as initiated into all the arts of coquetry 
and intrigue, and professing to feel an abhorrence for it. I in- 
sert the first chapter of the book of Hosea as a strange mass of 
filth, nonsense, and contradiction :— 


“‘The word of the Lord that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, 
in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, 
and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. The 
beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea: and the Lord said to 
Hosea, go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of 


whoredoms; for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing . 


from the Lord. So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Dib- 
laim ; which conceived, and bare him a son: and the Lord said unto 
him, call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge 
the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease 
the kingdom of the house of Israel: and it shall come to pass at that 
day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel. Aud 
she conceived again, and bare a daughter; and God said unto him, 
call her name Lo-ruhamah, for I will no more have mercy upon the 
house of Israel ; but I will utterly take them away. But I will have 
mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the Lord their 
God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, 
by horses, nor by horsemen. ‘Now when she had weaned Lo-ruha- 
mah, she conceived, and bare a son. ‘Then said God, call his name 
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Lo-ammi; for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God. Yet 
the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be measured nor numbered ; and it shall come-to pass, 
that in the place where it was said unto them, ye are not my people, 


‘there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God. 


Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be ga- 
thered together, and appoint themselves one head, and they shall 
come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel.” 


Independent of the filth and nonsense of this chapter, there 
is a direct contradiction. At first, it is said, that Jehovah 
* will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel ; but he 
will utterly take them away,” yet at the close of the chapter 
we are told, that the children of Israel shall be as the sand of 
the sea, and.shall be called “ the sons of the living God.” 
This is the common character of all the pretended prophets 
among the Jews: they have promised both blessings and 
cursings, so that come which would, they would be sure to be 
true prophets ; it is only to say that the time is past or not yet 
come for the contrary. The second chapter is equally gross 
and lewd with the first, but the third, being more pointed, is 
still worse. I insert it. 


“‘ Then said the Lord unto me, go yet, love a woman beloved of 
her friend, yet gn adultress, according to the love of the Lord to- 
ward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons 
of wine. Sol bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for 
an homer of barley, and an half home: of barley: and I said unto 
her, thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for another 
man; so will I also be for thee. For the children of Israel shall 
abide many days without aking, and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without 
teraphim : afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the 
Lord their God and David their king: and shall fear the Lord and his 


, goodness in the latter days.” 


The fourth chapter is extremely lewd, and after that the 
book becomes less obscene, but not less nonsensical and ridi- 
culous. 

We are now come among what are called the minor pro- 
phets, when, it appears, Jehovah did not visit above once or 
twice, therefore, they have prophesied but little, and I can 
take but very little notice of them. The next is Joel, and in 
the second chapter of his book, he threatens to make. the sun 
dark, and turn the moon into blood! The reader will recol- 
lect that the New Testament writers have repeated this 
threat, but we have nothing to fear from them, they are 
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hatmiless in this respect, although, extremely mischievous in 
others. 

It is evident that these prophets were opposed to the priests 
and kings, and were a species of reformers or free-thinkers; 
the following quotation from the seventh chapter of the book 
of Amos affords a proof of it :— 

“ Thea Amaziah the priest of Peth-el sent to Jeroboam king of 
{srael, saying, Amos bas conspired against thee in the midst of the 


house of Israe!; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus | 


Amos saitli, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely 
be led away captive out of their own land: also Amaziah said unto 
Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and 
there eat bread and prophecy there: but prophecy riot again any 
more at Beth-el; for it is the king’s chapel and it is thé king’s court. 
Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, nei- 
ther was I a prophet’s son; but 1 was an» herdsman, and a gatherer 
of sycamore fruit; and the Lord took me as I followed the flock, 
and the Lord said unto me, go, prophecy unto my people Israel. Now 
therefore hear thou the word of the Lord: thou sayest, prophesy. not 
against Israel, and drep not thy word against the house of Isaac. 

erefore thus saith the Lord; thy wife shall be a harlot in the city, 
and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land 
Shall be divided by line, and thou shalt die in a polluted land: and 
Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his land.” 


[pass over Obadiah, who was the wisest of all the prophets, 
because he said but little or nothing, and come to the famous 
navigator Jonah. The original tale of Jonah’s residence in 
the belly of the fish, is so very common, that I need not in- 
sert it here. Josephus himself; who was a Jew, could not 
swallow the tale! However, Jonah was a very obstreperous 
prophet, and seemed disposed to wrangle with Jehovah on 
every opportunity. At length, Jehovah silences him, and 
once in the course of. the Jewish history he is painted as mer- 
ciful, im not giving up Nineveh to destruction as he had made 
Jonah prophesy, but pardons on the score of repentance. I 
hardly know whether it will be expected that I should quit 
the subject of Jonah and the fish, or add more nonsense to the 
original stock, for it is impossible to bring rational argument 
against it: the tale is too gross for comment or contradiction, 
so I shall pass on as the wisest course. 


(To be Continued.) 
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